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ABSTRACT . o .

At the dawn of electrical technology, after some initial uncertainty, AC was chosen
over DC as the system of choice for power distribution and utilization. About 100
years later, HVDC showed that DC can still have an important role, albeit in a
restricted field. Recently, however, we see a comeback of DC in a number of
applications: distributed generation, industry, buildings, and power distribution.
LVDC and MVDC start to be considered as possible options, and will more and more
be in the future. Together with new opportunities and advantages, this brings
several challenges to both device manufacturers and system designers. In addition
to technology and industrial aspects, regulatory issues and market considerations
will have an importance. Some lesson can probably be learned from the past
evolution of AC systems.
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